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T SPOTS TO RAISE 
YOUR GLASS 


SPORTS, C1 


COWBOYS 
CONTINUE 

TO STRUGGLE 
WITHOUT ZEKE 


SPORTS, C1 


Who has the edge: desperate 
Tech or resurgent UT? 


LOCAL BUSINESS FOCUS BLACK FRIDAY 


Stores look 
to maximize 
holiday sales 


Average Austin shopper 
expected to spend $465 
this holiday season. 


By Gary Dinges 
gdinges@statesman.com 


In an ever-changing retail land- 
scape, stores big and small have 
tweaked their Black Friday plans 
this year to maximize sales. 

For many, the days of throw- 
ing the doors open on Thanksgiv- 
ing and welcoming shoppers for 
24, 36 or even 48 hours straight 
are history. 

Instead, a growing number of 
shopping centers and big-box 
chains decided this year to give 
bargain hunters a shot at door bust- 
ers for a bit on Turkey Day, shut 
down during the not-so-lucrative 
overnight hours and then reopen 
bright and early on Black Friday. 

Target, for instance, said it 
would shut down from midnight 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Keep yourself and your holiday 
purchases safe this year, B1 


to 6 a.m. Friday. At Best Buy, the 
decision was made to close from 
1a.m. to 8 a.m. Friday. Also on 
the list of retailers giving employ- 
ees and shoppers a few hours 
to recharge: Macy’s, Sears, Ulta 
Beauty and Dick’s Sporting Goods, 
among others. 

Austin’s Barton Creek Square 
and Lakeline malls are both a 
part of the trend, closing 1-6 a.m. 
Friday. The Domain was closed 
Thanksgiving but will open at 8 
a.m. on Black Friday — two hours 
earlier than usual. 

Having extended hours — open- 
ing earlier and closing later — is 
crucial when it comes to accom- 
modating shoppers this time of 
year, said Jana Griswold, area 
director of marketing for Bar- 


Shopping continued on A7 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE 


Shoppers 
cross 
Centerpoint 
Road to 
access the 
San Marcos 
outlet malls. 
MIGUEL 
GUTIERREZ JR. / 
AMERICAN- 
STATESMAN 2014 


Report: Texas youth 
lockup near crisis 


State blames staffing 
woes for problems, but 
others cite wider issue. 


By Brandi Grissom 
and Sue Ambrose 
The Dallas Morning News 


Youths at the Gainesville State 
School say staff paid them with 
drugs and cash to assault one 
another. 

A psychologist at the campus 
gave pornography to a boy there 
to encourage the young man to 
masturbate in front of him. 

Two youths attacked a guard 
and stole his radio so he couldn’t 
call for help. By the time help 
arrived, the officer had a broken 


nose and needed four stitches 
over his eye. 

The Gainesville State School for 
delinquent juveniles has been on 
the verge of crisis for more than a 
year, according to interviews and 
hundreds of pages of documents 
obtained by The Dallas Morning 
News. The youths — and staff who 
are supposed to protect them — 
are often abused and victimized. 

“It’s a bad culture,” said Debbie 
Unruh, an independent watchdog 
charged with ensuring the safety 
of youths in the Texas Juvenile 
Justice Department’s custody. 
“Its a dangerous culture.” 

Department officials blame the 
school’s troubles largely on their 


Lockup continued on A6 


HURRICANE HARVEY RECOVERY 


On battered coast, 
recovery a slow slog 


Debrah Harmon and daughter Dawn Kupcho, who is 8 months pregnant, have been living ina tent at 


the Rockport Relief Camp. Harmon hopes to move into a nearby camper soon. “I’m not bringing my 
grandbaby into a tent,” she said. PHOTOS BY JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Nearly 100 days after Harvey hit, residents endure tarps, 
tents, piles of debris as they struggle to regain footing. 


By Eric Dexheimer 

and Nolan Hicks 
edexheimer@statesman.com 
nhicks@statesman.com 


ROCKPORT — Three months after 
Hurricane Harvey roared over her 
Aransas Pass apartment, shaking 
the walls and dumping enough 
water into it to render the entire 
complex uninhabitable, Debrah 
Harmon keeps her goals for the 
future small. Mainly, the grand- 
mother-to-be said, she hopes to 
soon move out of the tent she has 
been living in for the past month 
and into a nearby camper. 

“Pm not bringing my grand- 
baby into a tent,” she said. “No 
way in hell.” 

The Rockport Relief Camp, a 
collection of 15 or so tents anda 
couple of trailers, sprang up in 
the days immediately after the 
historic storm, which barged into 
Texas via the small coastal com- 
munities of Fulton, Rockport and 
Aransas Pass. 

J.P. and Sam McCrary made 
their sprawling yard available for 
the encampment. Residents have 
built outdoor showers with hot 
water, dug a fire pit and stocked 
the “baby barn” full of diapers. 

For Aransas County, the tent 
city distills both the good and the 
bad left exposed in Harvey’s wake. 
Disasters have a way of stripping 
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Earlier this week, Stephen Guajardo (left) and Wes Greer of Legend 


Land Services demolish a house in Holiday Beach that was destroyed 
by Hurricane Harvey. The storm left little untouched in many small 
coastal communities, making cleanup an arduous undertaking. 


TEXAS AFTER HURRICANE HARVEY 


This story is part of the American-Statesman’s ongoing coverage of 


Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts. 


Find comprehensive coverage of the 


storm andits aftermath at statesman.com/hurricaneharvey. 


away people’s differences, bring- 
ing out a shared humanity. “It’s 
more about what you’re sup- 
posed to do,” said the McCrarys’ 
daughter, Jennifer Horton, who 
helps manage the camp. “This is 
something that everyone expe- 
rienced.” 


Yet nearly 100 days after the 
storm hit, roughly 30 people still 
call the tent city home. They, and 
other coastal residents, are learn- 
ing that recovery is not a simple 
destination, but a slow grind, 


Harvey continued on A12 


INTO ALL WI-FI DATA? 


= JEHEX TIA ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
CANHACKERSGET | Check out Tech Extra 


intoday’s ePaper 


Statesman subscribers can find 
four pages of technology coverage 
at statesman.com/epaper. 


e 18MP APS-C CMOS Sensor 
e Full HD 1080p at 30 fps 
e EF-S 18-55mm f/3.5-5.6 IS II 
e EF 75-300mm f/4-5.6 Ill 


Reg. $749.99 
- $300 Savings 


NATION & WORLD, A2 
Thanksgiving Day parade 
inNew Yorknear perfect 


Police mingled with the crowd to 
provide security, but aside from 
one burst balloon, all went well. 
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